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tained in the face of the hostile forces of barbarism and
unreason. And, even among civilised nations, war is still
the only form of lawsuit by which the claims of States can
be asserted. The evidence which is brought forward in
these fearful international lawsuits is more convincing than
the evidence in any civil lawsuit. How often have we
endeavoured to prove theoretically to the smaller States
that Prussia must take the command in Germany; but the
really convincing evidence had to be furnished on the battle-
fields of Bohemia and the banks of the Main. War acts
on the nations as a uniting as well as a dividing principle.
It not only brings the nations together in a hostile sense,
but through war the nations learn to understand and to
respect each other's special characteristics.

" In considering war, we must of course realise that it
is not always an ordeal in which God decides the issue.
There may be temporary triumphs of this nature, but the
lives of nations are counted in centuries. The final judgment
upon them can only be discovered by the survey of vast
epochs. A State like the Prussian State, the inhabitants
of which are by nature more independent and reasonable
than the French, might, as a result of temporary enervation,
incur the danger of extinction; but even then it might rally
its native virtue and assert its pre-eminence. It must be
affirmed emphatically that war is the only cure for a sick
nation. The moment that the State proclaims : ' Your
State and the existence of your State are now at stake/
selfishness disappears and party-hatred is silenced. The
individual must forget the claims of his own ego, and feel
himself a member of the whole; he must recognise how
trifling is his life compared with the welfare of the State.
In that consists the grandeur of war, that trivial things are
entirely lost sight of in the great idea of the State. The
power of self-sacrifice for the sake of another is never revealed
more splendidly than in war. In such times the chaff is
separated from the wheat. Every one who experienced
1870, will understand what Niebuhr said of 1813, that it